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HE defeéts of the old Articles of Confederation were uni- 

verfally felt, and acknowledged, and a diffolution of the 
federal Compact appeared to be the inevitable coniequence, of a 
pertinacious adherence, to a fyftem fo inadequate. It neither 
provided the means of internal fafety, nor external defence. A 
truth fo apparent, that thofe who oppofe the prefent fyftem, do 
not rely on the old ‘* Articles of Confederation :” but as there is 
no alternative, boldly affert that a diffoletion of the Union, would 
be preferable to an efficient federal Government. 

The indulgence of a candid Audience, is therefore requefted, 
while we revert tothe enquiry, Is an efficient federal Govern- 
ment effential to the peace and happinefs of this country ? 

Iam fenfible that a fubje&t which has been’ fo often handled, 
like a thrice told tale, palls upon the fenfe: Yet asI cannot chufe 
my field, and as the path is pointed out in which I muft follow— 
their patience is folicited: and befides, however irkfome the dif- 
cuffion, the fubjeét is of importance. 

My audience will likewife pardonthe many ‘inaccuracies which 
will appear, in a hafty differtation ; as many circumftances pre- 
vented an attention to the fubje& till within a fhort time. 

The defign of goverment is to proteét the life and property of 
the fubjeét, and that government beft anfwers the purpofes of its 
inftitution which moft effectually fecures the enjoyment of thefe ; 
with the leaft poflible impeachment or diminution. : 

The reafons which urge to an Union, gotothe very effence of 

overnment, and involve in them the only means of providing for 
our external fecurity and defence, or our internal fafety and peace. 

An extenfive ocean, it is true, feparates the eaftern, from this 
weftern hemifphere, and many from thence infer, that nature has 
placed between them an infuperable barrier ; and that our poli- 
tical meafures fhould have no reference to the meafures there pur- 
fued. But has fhe placed an infuperable barrier between’ their 
commercial intereft, and ours ? or has fhe reftri€ted the objeéts of 
ambitious purfuit ? In the firft divifion of the fubjeét, the protec- 
tion of commerce ftrikes the mind, as an objet peculiarly important. 

In the profecution of this, our veffels are already lead to traverfe 
feas contiguous to the dominions of every maritime power in Eu- 
rope; and to circumfcribe the globe. And what can proteét the 
adventurers in fuch extenfive purfuits, from the infults of the 
haughty, the reftri€tions of the defigning, or the depredations of 
the lawlefs ; but a refpectable national character, anda fufficient 
national force ? 

That the potentates of Europe are poffeffed of this haughty de- 
meanor, I need not affert ; northat many of thefe look with a 
jealous eye, on the rifiag greatnefs of this country, as — one 
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day capable of rivaling and verhaps fupplanting them in their 
moft favorite plans ofcommerce. Thefe from motives.of pride, 
rivalfhip, and intereft, will oppofe its progrefs. And what na- 
tion will fabmit to the infults of the haughty, the impofitions of 
the defigning, or the depredations of the lawlefs, merely from a 
jealoufy of each other ? Americans will not. What has encour- 
aged the exaétions and impofitions to which we have been oblig- 
ed to fubmit, but our own weaknefs! What, but this, has em- 
boldened a neft of pirates on the Barbary coaft, to capture our 
merchantmen, and maffacre their crews, or drag them into a fla- 
very worfe than death !—~Do not the lives, and fufferings of our 
countrymen, (thus maffacred and enflaved) call aloud for indig- 
nation and vengeance, rather than for the ftipulated reward of 
treacherous cruelty ! ; ; 

While a contraéted policy, and jealoufy induce the powers of 
Europe to tolerate—to fofter in their bofoms fuch ftains to huma- 
nity ; the Union will enable America to wipe them from the. ef- 
cutcheon of mankind. 

Lam fenfible that many of the advocates for the power of anni- 
hilation, aware of the truth and force of thefe obfervations, ftrike 
at the root, and deny the neceflity of commerce : and would con- 
fider the people of this country 

“¢ As fix’d like plants to fome peculiar fpot, 
To fuck nutrition, propagate and rot’’—— 

But why has the Almighty implanted in their breaft, the fpirit 
of enterprize ; which no people in the univerfe feem to poffefs in 
a higher degree ? And from whence are we to be {upplied with 
the various exotic produétions, which are not merely conducive to 
the enjoyment, but to the prefervation of life ? Were we to de- 
pend on a precarious importation from foreigners, we fhould find 
ourfelves much more in their power than we now are ; and oblig- 
ed to fubmit to frauds and impofitions, both as to value and qua- 
lity, of their merchandize. Unable to furnifh ourfelves, they 
would fend fuch as would anfwer no other markets ; and in fuch 
fcanty fupplies as to demand their own price. Befides the produce 
of our country, tho’ of the moft fubftantial kind, is fuch as almoft 
every country affords, and foreigners might not find fuch a want 
of this as to induce the neceflity of an application here. Efpeci- 
ally as thofe powers, who are poffeffed of adjacent territory, would, 
for the purpofes of emolument to themfelves, and detriment tous, 
pacing to fupply every market with the avails of their own co- 

onies. 3 

By reftricting commerce, we should cut off the life and fource of 
indufiry; and pave the way for indolence, and a train of vices 
more deftruétive to community, than thofe arts of elegance and 
refinement (which itis faid, and juftly {uid) are the concomitants 
sfcommerce. Forno people will raife move than is ar for 

their 
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their own confumption, and to fupply the demands of foreign 
markets. Toevince this, I appeal to thofe countries, which by 
their fituation, are fecluded from the benefits of commerce, or 
which have not the fpirit to avail themfelves of their local advan- 
tages : Such-being generally funk in ignorance, effeminacy and 
vice. And to what caufe are we to impute the difparity obferva- 
ble between the improved nations of Europe, and the moft igno- 
rant Horde of Tartars, or the moft effeminate people of China or 
India, but to that {pirit of enterprize, which animates the inter- 
courfe of the: former, and a deftitution which finks the latter be- 
low the level of man ? 

~ In the firft flages of fociety, and when uncivilized by the arts 
of refinement, mankind are ina ftate of hoftility, and wage war 
as uniformly as the beafts of the foreit engage. Ancient Europe, 
and modern America, afford ftriking fpecimens of this. ‘To me- 
liorate the ferocity natural to the human mind, to enlarge its fa- 
culties, to eradicate lecal prejudices, and to extend the principles 
of toleration, are the effects of commercial intercourfe. 

A communication with foreign powers, will, on the principle of 
an equilibrum, attract froma countries overftock’d with inhabitants, 
and thus prove a fruitful fource of population an objet of the 
greateft importance in a territory of fuch extenfive limits. But 
without an efficient federal government, even this would not take 
effeét, as thofe who have been accuftomed toa regular adminiftra- 
tion, confidera permanent fyftem as of the utmoft importance, and 
the fecurity of property as the great object of fociety. Nor can 
our commerce be retrieved, or-placed on a refpeétable footing, 
but by general meafures wifely concerted and ftriftly adhered to. 
» The Briton on the North, the Spaniard on the South, and the 
Savage on the Weft, add weight to thefe fuggefiions, and {peak 
more forcibly the neceffity of uniting. 

It is to little purpofe to fay that we are feparated from the twe 
firft by a watery tra& of three thoufand miles extent ; when by 
their territorial claims in this country they are bro’t to our neigh- 
hourhood.. By means of thefe it will be-more peculiarly in their 
power to annoy our trade, and obftreét our fifheries, which, if 
protected, might prove the means of fupport to the induftrious, 
and a fource of wealth to the community. And have they not 
fhewn a difpofition to avail themfelves of every circumftance to 
our difadvantage ? They prohibit us the navigation of the feas 
and the entrance of rivers common to both ; they exclude us their 
harbours ; and to enforce thefe mortifying reftritions, feize ovr 
veflels with inftances of condu& the moft cruel and unjatt, and e- 
ven infult our weaknefs by withholding thofe places ceded tous 
by the treaty of peace, and which might be fome fecurity againf 
further encroachments. ‘‘Ifthefe things are done in thegrcen tice, 
whatwill be done in the dry !’’ If thefe things are done when we 
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are in fome meafure united, what may we not expect when difuni- 
ted and perhaps contending among ourfelves ? Our apprehenfions 
will be farther awakened on this fubje& when we confider, that 
by their increafe of power in thefe fettlements which continually 
populate, they may at fome future period endanger our exiftence 
as ftates. 

‘The dread of the favage tribes extends, at prefent, no farther 
than to thofe places immediately expofed to their predatory in- 
curfions. At fome future period however, they may excite a 
moreferious alarm. ‘Their dominion is even now over empires 
fill unexplored, and they poffefs all that devoted attachment to 
the national caufe, that martial enthufiafm and patience of fatigue 
which have always conftituted the moft effential ingredients in mi- 
litary atchievement. _’Twas thus the Romans were invincible, 
and by thefe united with a religious zeal, the Moors, the Arabs, 
and the Saracens form’d that irrefiftible torrent, which under Ma- 
homet and his facceffors, with a defolating force overfpread half 
the world. And the want of effeét fo conf{picuous in the prefent 
operations of the favage tribes, ought to be imputed more to their 
wantof union, and confequent defultory mode of attack, than to 
any other caufe ; but fhould fome Tamerlane arife among their 
feattered Hordes, they might ftill be formidable, efpecially if af- 
fitted by the neighbouring powers. 

Such are the dangers which threaten from without ; and fhall 
we tamely fabmit to every exaction, and negleé to provide the 
means of defence ; or fhall we not -avail ourfelves of our own na- 
tural advantages >—That general meafures only can operate ef- 
fe€tually to thefe great purpofes, and that an efficient federal go- 
vernment is neceflary in concerting or enforcing a compliance 
with thefe, is evident from the conduct of the ftates even during 
the war. In times of danger, individual intereft is forgotten in 
the general concern. And the war we fhould fuppofe would have 
been a fofficient memento to the ftates to aét in concert and in 
conformity to the general meafures: Yet this was not found fuf- 
ficient. Many of the ftates during the period of the utmoft dan- 
ger, were totally regardlefs of the general intereft and fafety—- 
feeking amidft the common calamity to promote their own parti- 
cular views, and to eftablith claims in themfelves unjaft, and 
leaving the flates deftitute of the means of fapporting even defen- 
five operations, (fach was the contrariety of interefts) and thofe 
feeds of difaffection and diffention had then taken root, the rapid 
growth of which has fince occafioned the moft ferious alarm. 

‘And fuffer me now to call your attention to tho’e confiderations 
which come ftill nearer, and which arife within the flates them- 
felves. : 

«« Neighbouring nations,”” fays a writer of note, ‘¢ are natural 
enemies to each other.” Jealonfy of power, and contrariety of 
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intereft are fufficient to awaken an apprehenfion of injury, and’ex- 
perience proves how often this: rifes into ation ; to which fource 
may be traced almoft every war of which hiftory treats. And the 
more nearly they are conneéted, the more inveterate is their ani- 
mofity ; unlefs there exifts a general power as a commonvarbiter. 
Greece, while divided: into diftin@ ‘fates, and till fubje@ed: by 
a foreign power, exhibited a continued fcene of horror, bloodfhed 
and confufion. England during the Heptarchy, and England & 
Scotland till the Union; exhibited a fimilar {cene. But not to 
multiply examples from the fame caufes, may we not expect fimi- 
lar effe&ts ? And ought we not to ufe every precaution to guard 
againft fuch an event ? War is dreadful ! but thield thou Guar- 
dian Power this‘country from the horrors of civil difcord ! And - 
when we find in addition to thofe which generally exift, many 
caufes of diffention peculiar to thefe ftates; our apprehenfion of 
the confequences, and endeavors to guard againft thefe fhould be 
proportionably increafed. A rivalfhip in trade, and the impofts 
and exaétions of particular ftates, would prove no inconfiderable 
fcource of animofity. The territory ceded to the Union by the 
treaty, would be an objeét, and probably the fubje& of contention. 
The interfering claims of different ftates to the fame territory 
would lead to a fimilar iffue. The general debt of the confede- 
racy both from the mode of adjuftment, and mode of payment, 
would involve many difficulties ; the inability of fome ftates, the 
difaffe&tion or difhonefty of others, would each occafion deficiences 
& delays, which would excite the clamors of domeftic creditors, and 
the refentment of ftates more punGual in their engagements ; 
while foreign creditors would probably {peak a more energetic 
language, and by the affiftance of national authority, refort toa 
compulfory recompence. 
~ It is fuggefted, that there can be no danger of a war between 
thefe States, as they could derive no advantage therefrom. . Nor 
are the combatants in private quarrels benefited thereby; yet both 
ftates and individuals will refort the ultima ratio. But warsit is 
faid are undertaken to gratify the ambitious: projects of a few, 
and the people have no concern in their origin. I believe we 
fhall find, however, that moft wars have originated, from the dif. 
polition of the people ; whofe refentment generally anticipates 
the views of their rulers; & often contrary to their with, precipitates 
them into meafures in conformity thereto. Inftances of this oc- 
cur frequently in the hiftory of England and other countries. This 
{pirit is moft prevalent in popular governments, and thefe moft 
frequently undertake wars from petty provocations and trifling 
caufes; being more under the influence of turbulence and faétion. 
The examples of Greece, Carthage, the ftates of Italy, and the 
United Netherlands, authorize this affertion. It is again, howe- 
ver urged, that from the mild effects of the Chriftian Religion, or 
fram feme othet caufe, the ferocity of mankind is feftened, — 
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that they are much lefs inclined to war than in former ages-i 
-have heard of an:individual, but never of a national Chriftian, 
and the frequent and recent inftances which we have of the con- 
trary difpofition in the examples above refer’d» to, and others 
which might be adduced, fufficiently refute the affertion, and 
prove that mankind are ftill the fame.—-But we come now to the 
great {pecific of thefe politieal quacks—the peeple of thefe States 
(fay they) are too wife, and juft to contend with each other. 
Altho’ the Utopian: idea of the reign of reafon and. perféé juftice 
is long fince exploded ; yet thefe vifionaries adopt an idea equal. 
lyabfurd. A review of the conduét of the States, and the fituati- 
on of the country’ when ‘the Convention met, will correét. this.er- 
roneous hypothefis, and furnifh additional motives to embrace the 
Union. The total neglect of particular ftates, even in time of 
dangers to provide their quotas for the common defence, difco- 
ver'd the folly, of meré requifition. An avoidance of many of 
the articles of the treaty, by feveral ftates, involved. the: refidue 
in the difagreeable confequences of a'frefi breach of national faith; 
fhewed how far their political honefty might be relied son; -.and 
would at fome' future period have been attended with more feri- 
ous-effects; and I wifh this State did not juftly come under the 
imputation. In fine, the ruin of ourtrade, our thip-yards defert- 
ed, ovr harbours without shipping, the-lofs of publi¢ credit, the 
poverty of our country, and the burdens of the day, were but a 
{mall part of the catalogué of our diftreffles. 
. - The political horofcope: wore -a!mof threatening afpe€t—the 
cloud of difcontent hung over our heads like the flaming {word 
oyer the devoted city ; and the rufhing, rough blaft.of commoti- 
omalready prognofticated, the burfting of the ftorm ! States ftood 
watching with eagerlooks, and waiting for the fignalofonfet ; and 
had, e’er this, untheated their fwords in their divifions againft each 
other, or intheir rebellions againft themfelves, Anarchy, with 
his many heads, and Difeord, with her flaming torchesy were dif- 
covered in all their. ghaftly fhapes, andthe welkin involv’d-in a 
darker gloom, prefented in profpect; the country defolated . with 
all the horrors, and diftreffes of civil war! But the recital-is pain- 
ful—And hide, oh! hide from view, the hideous group !' and fee 
the curtain drops—the fpirit of conciliation hovers 6’er the land! 
and the Sun of union ‘has arifen! Sines 

Such, and many additional reafons which might -be faggeft- 
ed, urge the necefiity of an efficient federal government. The 
objections to fach a fyftem will now claim your attention. : 

‘*Thatthe fyftem is new, and that every innovation is dangerous 
and detrimental,” like many faggettions of bigotted form-wile po- 
liticians, arifes from want of information; or ‘that incorrigible 
temper, which induces its votaries to reject every improvement 
of modern date ; aud every truth which their-grand mothers have 
Rot taught them, BSiic =928) Wee 
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{tis from this principle that certain nations ftill adhere to thofe 
prepofterous cuftoms, which their fore-fathers had praétifed. Itis 
from this principle that the difciples of Mahomet & Confucius reve-= 
rence the chapter of the Sheep, and believe in the doétrine of the 
Avefta,—The thunders ofthe Conclave and the flames of the [n- 
quifition were long level’d at the germe of inquiry & blighted the 
expanding bud: And even the inventors or abettorsof the true fyi- 
tem of the univerfe were oblig’d to renounce the difcovery as a 
dangerous herefy. _ ; bi : : 
This difpofition will equally arreft the progrefs of arts and the 
progrefs of truth: reafon becomes the dupe of prejudice, deducti+ 
ons vain, and every difquifition civil or religious ends in thus it 
has been held and fo believed.. Nothing fo much as this 
prevents man from being as perfeét as reafoncan make him 3 
nothing fo much as this the univerfal {pread of truth. When, Oh 
when fhall the time arrive that the inhabitant of the Ganges and 
the Kio de la Plate fhall acknowledge the fame belief! then fhalk 
prejudice, bigotry and illufion be diffipated, this and this fhall be 
the reign of truth ! 3 

© But why (it is faid) fhould we wifh for a chatige of fyftemy 
fince no peeple in the univerfe are happier than were the people 
of thefe, and of this flate in particular, under the former arrange- 
ment?’ A change of circumftances renders neceflary a change of 
meafures. We were formerly a minor under the tuition of a guar. 
dian ; we are now an independent ftate ; and the other ‘ftates 
are alike fituated : we muit now confider, and treat thems for {uch 
will be their condué& to us, as rivals in intereft and ‘power, or as 
equals and confederates. We have found how totally inadequate 
the former fyftem of confederation has ptoved ; and how many 
objects of rivalfhip may arife. Should we not therefore endeavour 
to avoid the mifchiefs which we have experienced, and others 
which may enfue ? And why fhould the accidental or arbitrary 
lines drawn by Great-Britain, in the divifion or diftribution of 
this country ftill be adhered to, if found inconvenient ? Is it to 
gratify a prepofterous habit or attachment ? or to fubferve the pur- 
pofes of certain individuals, interefted in the continuance of the 
ftate eftablithments ? 

* The territory of thefe States, (fay the objectors) is too large 
for a republicaa form of government.’ That a republican form of 
government, is calculated only for {mall diftri&s, is an idea de- 
rived by not attending to the diftinétion between a democracy, 
and a republic. | F : ig Ree 

In a democracy, the pecple deliberate in a body; ina tepub- 
lic, they may at by their reprefentatives. There are many 
writers, and among thefe of modern authority, Montefquieu, 
Hume, Price, Adams and others, who point outa republic, or a 
confederated republic, as the moft eligible form of government, 
for an extenfive territory. “ORs 
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_« But how (it is faid) will the people know thofe whom they 
eleat to office’? To obviate this, the choice may be, and in faét 
by the prefent Conttitution, is made by diftri€ts or fates. And 
the acquaintance which thofe appointed have with each part of 
the Confederacy, will enable them tojudgeof the refources of each. 

‘That no general rule of taxation can be devifed, to operate equal- 
ly thro’ the flates,’ is anobjeétion which may be made, to every 
mode of taxation, in the moft petty diftriét ; and in the prefent in- 
ftance is premature. The refources of the confederated whole, will 
be confiderable, by the faleof the unappropriated lands—by impofts 
& other fumptuary regulations, which to the feparate tates, or tothe 
{tates when divided into partial confedcracies, would be funk to noth- 
ing, for want of fome general rule of collection, or which would be 
worle {quandered in.a contention to decide the right, or rather the 
power of appropriation ; for in fuch cafes the power would com- 
monly decide the right. By an econimical application of thefe 
refources, direét taxation for the exigencies of the union-may 
be avoided. Nor is it anidea that it will be neceffary, unlefs 
- fome unforefeen emergency, which it is hoped will never take 
place. 

In anfwer to thee, fome of the advantages of an extenfive, con- 
federate republic will be adverted to, andon this fubje&t the ve- 
nerable Monte{quieu obferves, ‘‘ There is a kind of government 
poffeffed of all the internal advantages of a republic and external 
force ofa monarchy. ‘This is a confederate republic, being a 
convention, by which feveral {maller ftates agree to become mem- 
bers of a larger one, and is an affemblage of focieties capable of 
increafing by new aflociations. 

A republic of this kind, able to withftand external force, may 
fabfift without internal corruption, and by its form, prevents all 
manner of inconveniencies. 

The intrigues of party will not influence public decifions, as 
in a {mall diftriét ; nor has an individual that opportunity to raife 
himfelf above the controul of the law. ‘* Should a popular in- 
farrection happen in one of the confederated fates, the others are 
able to quell it. Should abufes creep into one part, they are re- 
formed by thofe that remain found.” And fuch a government, 
compofed of {mall republics enjoys the internal happinefs of each.”” 

But why, (it may be afked) if fuch are the advantages, of an 
extenfive, confederate republic, have we not more frequent in- 
ftances of thefe, among the nations of the world ?—Tt would be 
an herculean tak, unlefs every cireumftance favour’d the event, 
to perfuade the people of any extenfive territory, to fubmit to an 
uniform plan, or fyftem of government. So uncertain the popu- 
jar deciffon, and fo different their opinions, on the moft common, 
and yet interefting fubjc&ts. Of this we had fufficient evidence in 


the late public deliberations ; in which, however, aremarkable co- 
nciEence 
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Incidence of circumftances occur’d. By contrafting the fitua- 
tion of this, and other countries, we fhall find reafons which would 
here juftify the with, and would there preclude the poffibility of 
fuccefs. J 

Here ‘a fimilarity of language prevailed ; there a confufion 
or contrariety of languages foon took place ; ftrong prejudices 
and local attachments had not here taken root, as was the cafe with 
other countries at a much earlier period than that of whichhiftory 
treats ; here the people were at liberty to deliberate ; there the 
people were fhackled with defpotic forms, and bound in chains be- 
yond the poffibility of reprieve, before government was confidered 
as an art; before they had deliberated on the fubjeét, or even 
confidered themfelves as interelted in the decifion. Here a gene- 
ral toleration of religious fentiment and an uniformity of princi- 
ple was a moft happy omen. There fyftems of bigotry and a {pirit 
of intolerance had early clofed the avenues of coalition. Yeteven 
there Henry the Great, and Fourth of France, and Elizabeth, of 
illuftrious memory, form’d the plan of a confederate republic, com- 
prehending the powers of Europe. Happy would it have been for 
mankind had this fyftem of philanthropy taken place ; it would 
have done away that contracted policy, and by conftituting a com- 
mon arbiter, have eradicated thofe feeds of jealoufy, which had 
before, and which have fince involved the nations in many a 
bloody conflié. ; 

If fach the happy concurrence of circumftances, how unpardon- 
able fhould we be to negle& the prefent opportunity to eftablifh 
the peace and freedom of an extenfive continent ? Such an evens, 
by creating a balance in favor of univerfal liberty, would con{ti- 
tute America the common arbiter and avenger of the injured rights 
of mankind, and conftrain the kings and rulers of the earth to 
«* reign with more mildnefs and mercy.’’ 

Some, however, object to the form of the confederacy, and af- 
fert, * that a connexion with the fouthern flates will precipitate us 
into many difagreeable confequences.” We fhould fuppofe by the 
Janguage held forth on this occafion, that any correfpondence with 
them would be attended with a contagious effet ; but experience 
on the trial difcovers advantages both political and moral in the 
union. * 

‘Their ideas of government, it is faid, are carried much beyond 
our principle or ability.’ This objeGtion, like many others, is un- 
founded in fact, and made to excite the apprehenfions of the unin- 
formed. . Were not the governments in the fouthern and northern 
ftates equally democratical ? and are they not equally fo at the 
prefent time, and the fpirit of the people equally oppofed to the en- 
croachments of an Ariftocracy ? 

It is faid, ‘* they are depraved.”’ In every country indeed there 
is a mixture of the virtuous and vicious ; but are thofe who fig: 
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geft this without a fault ?—Precious immaculates !—But you are 
not obliged to contraé from them their vicious habits, either by 
a moral neceflity, or by thearticles of the compact ! 

To corre&t, however, an opinion fo erroneous, as that the 
Southern States are remarkably cepraved, we need only point to 
the many exemplary, and illuftrious charaéters, who from that 
part of the union, during the late war, guided the councils of A- 
merica ; and direéted her arms. And among thefe we contem- 
plate with pleafure, the moft diftinguifh’d ornament of the pre- 
fent age, his country’s boaft ; and fince the myftic, Heaven’s bett 
gift to man. 
~ «They are rich” itis faid, ‘‘and we poor.”” But do we not 
find the fame fimplicity of manners generally prevalent thro’ the 
whole ? and is not the uniformity furprifing, making allowance 
for the difference of climate, and the frequent acceflion of foreign- 
ers there made ?—-Are they not. brothers,——bone of our bone, 
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and flefh of our flefh, for many of their leading men are from a- - 


mong us ; {peaking the fame language, and differing lefs than 
people of the fame diftrict often differ in other countries? In- 
deed, I confider the difference which fubfifts, as a happy circum- 
fiance. Wecan fupply each other with the produétions of every 
climate ; if they are poffefled of a more profitable flaple, and 
jmport more freely, we fhal¥ partake of the benefits of an impoft 
arifing therefrom ; they will add to our refources, and we fhall add 
to their ftrength. Befides, erecting diftiné confederacies, would 
be creating powerful rivals; and prefenting them with arms, 
which foon they would plunge to each others hearts, 

«<But this will induce’’ it is faid, “‘the neceflity of paying the 
national debt.”? And have they the effrontery to urge this as a 
reafon againft its adoption? If it willenforce a compliance with 
“the calls of juftice and humanity, it will, and certainly ought to 
have the fufferage of every honeft mind ; 2 negle& of which has 
already deprived the decrepid, the widow, and the fatherlefs, of 
that pittance for which they had fuffered—for which their huf- 
bands and fathers had bled; and conftrained them to pinc in fi- 
lefice, and folitude, the want of that little all; which altho’ it 
could not have dried their tears, might have relieved their dif- 
trefs. May the time arrive, when their acknowledgements {hall 
arife, like incenfe before the throne of the great Avenger of wrongs, 
and with the effufions of gratitude, wath away the record. of their 
fufferings! 

'+« But the tendency of this fyftem, fay its oppofers, is to form 
a national charaéter, and to give thele fates 2 degree of impor- 
tance and’ weight with the other powers, and no nation which is 
or aims to be great can be happy-”’—Be little and be happy, is 
their motto. I had always imbibed an idea,’ that a good charac- 
ter was beneficial both to nations and to individuals. If to be 
can- 
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contemptible and infignificant contributes to their felicity; ae! 
are in the direct road to the accomplifhment of their withes : Gog 

rant, however, that this country may never prattife the princi- 
ples which they inculcate.”’ ‘* But is not this (they afk) a mere 
bubble, in which the great body of the people are not interefted, 
and by which a few only are benefited ?”? A national charaGer 
is the foul of fociety, and each individual feels its influence ; it 
is like blood to the human body of which every part partakes.—+ 
And ill betides the ftate whofe meaneft fubjeé& is not jealous of her 
rights, and emulous of her glory: itis the firmeft bulwark of the 
commonwealth.-The ideas of a Roman and his country were in- 
feperable ; and aPatiih tar will facrifice his life for the honor 
of Old-England. is the fon of Columbia deaf to her calls ? 
follow him to his cotta$e which he has rear’d by his induftry, 
and from which he has taught the foreft toretire ; is not this dear 
tohim ? would it be fo if under the defpot of Conftantinople, or 
dey of Algiers ? And isit not doubly dear for his country’s fake ? 
View him in the little circle of his family and neighbours ; he 
recounts the names of thofe who have done honor to their country ; 
he recites their actions ; and derives an importance from the re- 
cital. Name the injuries which his country has received, his 
cheek glows with indignation, and he flies forth to meet the ag- 
greflor : mention the deed of thame in which fhe bore a part, he 
hangs his head, the confcious blufh paffes over his countenance ; 
itis the bluth of fhame. Reift in-peace thou honett {fon of induft- 
ry, and may the confcious blufh again ne’er tinge thy cheek. 
Mayeft. thou enjoy the fruits of thy labour, and facred may they 
remain. Nor fhall thy hard earnings be applied to fupport an 
idle pageantry and a voluptuous court: for not fach will be the 
confequence of an inftitution, form’d equally to, promote. your 
happinefs and. fecurity.—May thy. country full be dear, and 
long mayeft thou remain her ftrength and pride. 

«* But, it will involve us in all the maze of European politics.”?— 
In which inftance, however, are we moft likely to become dupes 
to the policy of other powers, in our feparate capacity, or under 
the prefent fyftem ? This queftion, from the obiervations which 
have been made, and others which will occur, admits of an, eafy 
folution. As diftin& flates we fhould neither maintain a digni- 
ty of conduct, or independence of character ;. we fhould,be the 
puppets of the play, play’d off againf each other for the amufe- 
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but fortunately for us, the reality does not exift under the 
prefent fyftem : for the fyftem has not begun its operation : and 
there is no claufe providing that fuch an arrangement fhall take 
place. The appointment of ambaffadors and other officers will 
be under the direétion of thofe whom we fhall conftitute, and will 
not take place but for the general good. If unneceffary offices 
have been eftablifh’d, thefe may be abolifh’d: and we truft in the 
wifdom and integrity of our Rulers, to leffen as much as poffible, 
the burdens of the day; and to guard againft every unneceflary 
impofition. 

The rapid progrefs of the ftates in improvements of every kind, 
the inftitution of cities, and the eftablifhment of the Cincinnati, 
are likewife call’d forth from the dark cavern of jealoufy and fuf- 
picion to frighten and intimidate the weak ; and with as much 
propriety and judgment as many filly people call on Grey-beard 
and Bloody-bones to frighten their children. Were fuch ground- 
lefs apprehenfions to govern our decifion, we fhould endeavor to 
arreft the progrefs of every improvement, and relapfe as foon as 
poflible into a ftate of nature.—It is not the introduction of arts, 
it is not the progrefs of improvement which accelerates the ruin 
of kingdoms, and the diffolution of empires ; but thefe are their 
fareft fupport. And in conformity to this fentiment, an obferv- 
ing foreigner {peaking of the American Revolution remarks, That 
it exhibits at one point of view, the experience of age, with 
the honeft energy of youth. 

How the late inftitution of cities has or can prove unfavorable 
to liberty, except that of the briftly herd, I am unable to difco- 
ver ; perhaps it was on that ‘ground that the objection arofe. 
How far the matchlefs pen of 2 might be able to effect 
a revolution in favor ofthat much injured {pecies of animals, I 
will not pretend to fay. It would at leaft be employed with as lit- 
tle detriment to the peace and good order of fociety, as on fome 
Jate occafions. 

And why thou difciple of Edanus, this wanton attack on the 
members of a fociety, the idea of which is founded in patriotifm 
and benevolence? Is it their characters againft which you object? 
‘Their charaéters are as much above the fhafts of your cenfure or 
calumny, as the utmoft effort of my praife or approbation, Or 
would you with Americans to revive the punifhment of the Of- 
tracifm, and proferibe every virtue >—This alas would be a cruel 
retribution for thofe fervices, by which they have eftablifhed the 
freedom of their country, and their own immortal fame | 

Is it the inftitution which you difapprove ?, This is facred to 
the offices of friendfhip and humanity.—After a feries of fervices 
and common danger, the fatigues of which they had endured with a 
patient fortitude, & which had endeared them toeachother ; might 
they not at the moment ef feparation indulge the fad, but foothing 
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reflection, that they fhould again meet, with at leaft fome of the 

: ¢ompanions of their fufferings ? when they might renew the image 
of former days, or drop the tear of fympathy to the memory of 

thofe whofe hearts no longer beat with the thrillings of {ocial joy ; 
and who were no longer feen in the circle of the brave! At the 
threfhold of this inftitation ftand benevolence and humanity, and 
caft the pitying eye and ftretch the liberal hand to the neceffitous, 
to the companion in want, to the widow, and to the orphan in dif- 
trefs. 

Or is it the conduct of thefe which excites the cenfure ? ‘* I ve- 
nerate,” fays the fame philanthropic foreigner, ‘* the foul of a 
WasuincTon, that great man, whom our foolifh opinions and 
ideas of falfe glory, have never led one ftep beyond that patriotic 
barrier which he had preferibed to himfelf: And who having 
drawn his {word to defend his country, had crown’d the durable 
pyramid of his immortal fame ; and raifed his greatnefs to the 
moft elevated pitch in the very aét of abdicating it. He may 
be called the firft of the American Cincinnati: [ love the idea of 
this inftitution.”’ 

; It comprehends, in one view, the duty of the foldier, and the 
citizen, who when his country no longer calls, difclaims the pro- 
feflion of arms ; and in the retired walks of life, difplays the fame 
virtue which had diftinguifhed the rougher fcenes.—How far they 
have conform’d to the idea of the inftitution, and to the example 
of their great patron, let candour decide : and even prejudice muft 
allow, that a paralel inftance of decency, order, ceconomy, and 

, willing induftry, in a difbanded army, cannot be adduced in the 

annals of hiftory ! 

And fuffer me now to addrefs myfelf more particularly to you. 
—And do you really confider it, as fuch a misfortune to the coun- 
try, that the new government was adopted before your return 
from Europe, and before you had an opportunity to give your opi- 
nion of its expediency ? Unhappy event ! But perhaps even this 
mightnot have varied theiffue; & to confefs the truth, we do not fee 
either in your arguments and deductions, or your mode of manag- 
ing the fubje@, any very conclufive reafons to alter the decifion. 
You fet out with a pompous declaration of what you intend 
and promife fomething to aftonifh, and inftruét, before you con- 
clude. <* Mons parturit”’ let the difcerning public determine, 
how far the fequel, is applicable to your performance. 

With great franknefs, and generofity you offer yourfelf to the 
oppofition, with the modeft referve however, of guiding their mea- 
fares, and heading the attack. But have a care, left by afpiring 
too high, you raife jealoufy in minds peculiarly inclined thereto. 
Nor have you eftablifhed your claim to fuch a pre-eminence, by 
along fervice, and a faithful adherence to their caufe: And’ as 
yet they would hardly know where to find you, for it is proble- 
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fatical from your premifes and conclufions on which fide the {cale 
of your reafoning would preponderate ; the purport and amount 
of which is, that the prefent fyftem was formed by great and wife 
men, & ought therefore to be rejected ; and that thole only whoare 
deftitute of wifdom and ability, can be fafely trufted ;—that thofe 
who tompofed thé late Convention, have ferved their country with 
fidelity, and therefore cannot be confided in—that the Society of 
the Cincinnati, is a dangerous inftitution, becaufe compofed of men 
to whom their country is under the higheft obligation : that the 
federal fyftem is unexceptionable, and therefore a dangerous con- 
fpiracy againft the liberties of the people: and laftly, that the 
people have voluntarily adopted it, and are therefore oppofed in 
heart and fentiment to it. In one line you arraign the conftitu- 
tion, and in the next propofe to make it the mot perfect fyftem 
ever deviled. Befides, you. would make their heads giddy (for 
they are none of the fteadieft) with your flights and bounds, and 
they might as well catch a goofe-hawk on the wing, as follow you 
in your aerial excurfions : In the midft of a pithy argument, you 
fly off in-a tangent, with all the weight of logicon your fhoulders, 
to take nope of the fpheres ; which is begun with ‘the little ftar, 
difcover’d/nly by anHerfchel’s eye,’ beyond the limits of {pace ; 
and ended with her ladyfhip, ‘the lazy fatellite in the political 
hemifphere.’ Altho’ by fuch vagaries, you might equal the flights 
of a Shéridan, or a Burke, and fhow the agility of your imaginati- 
on, it will not eftablifh your character for folidity ; and isa mere 
balloon experiment. Ballaft, my friend, is neceflary to balance, 
where fancy ftands at helm. 

While you arraign, at your mock tribunal, thofe who merit the 
love and efteem of all good men, and cenfure their meafures with- 
out colour of argument, you difcover a total want of fenfibility of 
charaéter, or decency of condué; and infult the feelings and 
good fenfe of Ain audience, who have difcovered their warmeft ap- 
probation of both. _ ‘5 

But this, you fay, is comformable to your plan, and will excite 
that jealoufy neceffary to conftitute your propofed check, which 
brings me to take fome notice of your great political noftrom. 
‘And are you weak enough to fuppofe that any one will adopt an 
- Gdea fo ridiculoss ; or do you really hold to a pofition fo abfurd, 
as «that to render perfect the opcrations of government, a con- 
fant oppofition to the government itfelf is neceflary, & that with- 
out aftrong checle, it will ceafé to exift ?? To form this, do you pro- 
pofe to rein government, as you would rein an unruly horfe, appre- 
henfive, that like your own unbribled imagination, it would run wild 
into the unformed regions of chaos, unlefs yourfelf, with a fuffici- 
ent namber of fturdy patriots fhould hang hard on the halter ? Or 
do you confider it as a building, and that it is neceflary a part 


fhould conftantly aim to deftroy, to keep the others on’ their ~ 


guard ? 
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guard? But fuppofe thefe underminers thould get flyly about theit 
work—or fuppofe they fhould prove toc ftrong for its fupporters, 
muft not your fabric fall ? 

It is contrary to the laws of motion, and toevery principle of the 
mechanical powers, that matter fhould move more eafily for obftrac- 
tion. The political waggon would drag heavily thro’ the dirt, with 
numbers working in each direction, and fhould thofe in the rear, 
prove too ftrong for their opponents, the machine itfelf mu take 
a retrograde motion.—But there muff be, it feems, an underftand- 
ing that thofe in oppofition fhould neither cut too faft, nor draw 
too hard. Ridiculous mammery ! Childith play ! 

The charge brought againft the good Doétor Adams, of repeat - 
edly mentioning a balance, without proving its exiftence, may 
juftly be retorted.—Your imaginary balance dances thro? every 
line, refpeéting which, you have hypothefiz’d Without fupporting, 
you have repeated. without proving, you have fyftematiz’d, with. 
out a fyftem. You fay that fuch a balance, or oppofition exifts in 
England, and in France; but itis not an oppofition to govern. 
ment, but tothe meafures of government, or the meafures of 2 
miniftry.—If it was an oppofition to government, p&vernment 
would be deftroyed, when Oppofition prevail’d.—TH® govern - 
ment, however, fubfifts thro’ every change of minifters and of mea~ 
fures : and how abfurd the idea of an opofition, purchafed by mi- 
nifters, to oppofe their own meafures | 

Were the government perfeét, and the adminiftration uniform 
and juft, what neceflity or ground of oppofition ? yet according to 


your paradox, ifa government is perfect, we mut oppofe--.-. “ 
if arbitrary in its principles and corrupt,dy withdrawing all op- 
pofition, it will crumble to atoms, and ceafe to CLL AeA & 


pofition which confutes itfelf. 

Many divines hold a bad principle, in oppofition to a good 
principle requifite in the moral difpenfation ; and that Devils are 
neceflary inftruments in the Divine Government. If youro- 
pinion of an oppofition to the good principle in civil adminiftra- 
tion, is derived from any fuppofed analogy between the moral, 
and. political fyftems ; it certainly evine’d no {mall degree of for- 
titude, voluntarily to proffer yourfelf to be the chief of political 
Devils. As many, however, in Oppofition, may not be fond cf 
the diftin&tion, [would propofe, that you read another lecture, 
and that the fubje& be, The neceffity of political Dewils, and that all 


who appear in that charaéer, acquiesce in the a ellation. 
Geigy 


The difeuflion of abler hands, and want of time precludes the 
neceflity, and on this occa-ion prevents a more particalar atten 
tion to the merits of the prefent fyflem, the effects of which have 
been great and the influence propitious Its excellence 
like the force of trath, has been the more confirmed by en- 
quiry—it has withftood the hock and farmounted the obitacles 
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of party, intereft, and paflion—the demago gueéof Fattion has bow’d 
his neck—it hasfwept away the wall of partition between the 
States-it has blended the views of all in one general object. And 
certainly the fuffrages of an applauding coftinent are no inconfi- 


derable criterion of its merit ; for I revere, and thal! always re- 


vere the fentimients of a people who are efteemed, and juflly ef- 
teemed the moft enlightned, and beft informed, even in this en- 
lightned age: and whohave the fenfe to mark with filent contempt 
the incoherent rants, and ejaculations of expiring faétion, tho’ 
glofs’d by the {pecious pretext of zeal for their fafety, aided by the 

omp of found, and enforced by the energy of theatrical gefture. 

“Phe thread-bare cant of the danger of trufting men with power 
which they will fooneror later inevitably pervert to the purpofes of 
oppreffion, and of the: tendency of all governments to de{potifm, 
would operate equally againftevery fyftem, and. deferves to be 
treated as the mere art of a popular declaimesmmb raife himfelf 
to notice. 3 ee 

When, however the faggeftions of danger come nearer, & it is.al- 
ledged ‘ that Congrefs are by the prefent{yftem invefted with powers © 
which they:may abufe,’ we are induced to obferve, and the expe- 
rience of mankind evinces, ‘* that in all Democracies there isa 
tendency rather to anarchy in the members, than to tyranny in 
the head.’?----The factions of Carthage, prevented her -furnifh- 
ing Hannibal with neceflary fopplies, and faved the Roman pow- 
ers the confequences of which were fatal to herfelf.—T he po- 
polarinflaence in Rome, gain’d a continual afcendant.—The a- 
bolition of the regal authority, and the repeated diminutions of 
the rights and prerogatives of the nobles, and fenate, were but fo 
nyany fac ifices at the popular fhrine, tillatlength the turbulence of 
faétion raged without controul, and paved the way for the introdudti- 
on of the Imperial power.———The People within the pre- 
fent age, have plucked many a darling gem from the crowns of 
their European Potentates. ; 

It would be happy for mankind if they could live without the 
reftraints of government.---It would likewife be happy if their 
temperence and health, and their difpofition to rectitude, pre- 
claded the neceflity of phyfical, or moral afiiftance : but while they 
are imperfect in their moral perceptions and natural habits, both 
the teacher & the phyfician are neceffary ; and while under the in- 
fluence of intereft, and paflion, the reftraint of Jaw s and each of 
thefe are calculated to fupply in fome meafure, the natural, the 
moral, and the political infirmity of mankind. 

Every truft implies a rifque, and it is inthe power of each cha- 
raéter above referred to, and of all in whom we confide, to abufe 
the confidence, if they will defcend to the meanefs, and treache- 
ry of fucha condvét. And as the fole alternative to obviate the 
danger in the prefent initance, thofe thould be feleéted and ap- 
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pointed to the offices of government, who may be fafely intrufted 
with the great depofite ; .in which areinvolved thefacred rights of 
the people : whether -fach move in the vale of obfcurity, or daz- 
zle in the fun-fhine of popularity. 

The tiffue, reprefenting the hiftory of the world, has a Waric- 
gated appearance ; it is fhaded with the crimes of thofe who have 
perverted power to thé moft pernicious purpofes: it is likewife 
erradiated with the virtues of fuch as have exerted this in the 
exercife of the moft benign philanthropy, whereby they merited 
the efteem, and were the eelights of mankind. : 

——~ ** This world ’tis true, 
«* Was made for Czfar, but for Titus too.”* 

And may we not hope that fuch will be the bright affemblage 
exhibited inthe part referved for the hiftory of this, and coming 
ages? It is a grateful refleCtion, and the progrefs which mankind 
are making in every improvement, as well as the affurance of In- 
fpiration, juftify the flattering wifh ; 

It is ours to decide, whether the pleafing profpeéts entertain’d 
in confequence of the prefent fy{tem, thall be realiz’d, or not : and 
whether we fhall blefs, or reprobate the day of its adoption—for 
muchremains to be done. Induftry, economy, and a true fpirit of 
patriotifm can alone retrieve the diftreffes of our fituation, and 
relieve us from the burdensunder which we labour, in confequence 
of a heavy and ruinous war. And it is above all, incumbent on us 
to appoint faithful watchmen on the walls of our Jerufalem ! Ma- 
ny are plotting to counteract the beneficial influence of every mea- 
fure.——Certainly ftronger motives could never operate on, the 
minds of Rulers, and induce to anunwearied, and felf-devoted ap- 
plication to the duties of their appointment, than at the prefent 
crifis. We have been witneffes to fcenes peculiarly ftriking, and 
which lead to others ftill more important and decifive.—The at- 
tention of mankind is fixed on the event; and the happinefrof 
numbers exceeding the powers of conception, depends onthe iflue. 
How unfortunate ! fhould they by anill-judged'exertion of the 
prerogatives with which they are neceflarily invefted, excite the 
{piritofdifcontent; cloud the profpe&t ; & difappoint fofair a hope ? 
—Let them purfue the golden mean which we have always pur- 
fued, and then in return we can aflure them of the affection, and 
gratitude of a people, who by a chearful, and ready compliance 
with the neceflary requirements of government, will ftill farther 
promote the happy effeéts of a fyftem, which we fondly flatter our- 
felves will continually progrefs towards perfedtion, and fix at length 
the civil compaé ‘ on the broad bafis of reafon.’ 

ob Thou ! by whofe almighty nod the fcale 
Of empire rifes or alternate falls, 

Send forth thy faving Virtues round the land 

Tn bright patrol ; white peace and focial Love ; 
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The tender-looking charity, intent 

On gentle deeds, and fhedding tears thro’ fmiles ; 
Undaunted Truth, and Dignity of Mind ; 
Gpnrage compos’d and keen ; found Temperance, 


Healthful in heart and look ; clear Chaftity, 


With blufhes redd’ning as fhe moves along, 
Diforder’d at the deep regard fhe draws ; 
Rough Induftry ; Aétivity untir’d, 

With copious life inform’d, and all awake ; 
While in the radiant front fuperior fhines 

That firft paternal virtue, Public Zeal, 

Who throws o’er all an equal wide furvey, 

And ever mafing on the common weal 

Still labours, glorious, with fome great defign.” 
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ViLze soLumM SpaRTO EST, ALTE, CECIDERE Mycena, 

OxzprPopioni# QuiID SUNT, NISI NOMINA, THEBA ? 

Quip PANDONIZ RESTANT, NISt NOMEN ATHENE? 
Ovid, 
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S round in annual courfe, revolv’d the fpheres, 
For a long fpace, of near fix thoufand years ; 

‘Wrapt in oblivious night, from reafon’s day ; 
This mighty fcene, of future empires lay. 
And when reveal’d, taught Eaftern Worlds to own, 
Nature had here her faireft femblance fhown. ’ 
From thofe bleak coafts; which point th adventurer’s ways 
* Who firft thro’ thefe falutes, the Eaftern day, 
‘To where the Pole, thro’ half the the changing year, 
In darknefs wrapt, points to the Northern bear ; 
Columbia fhares each clime: the Afian fhore, 
She hails ; and hears the hoarfe Atlantic roar. 
Here Andes rife, high tow’ring to the fky ; 
While Europe’s Alps, like little hillocks lie. 
Lawrence, and Amazones here roll their tide, 
Wolga, and Danube, there, like ftreamlets glide. 
. ‘The Condor here extends his tow’ring wing ; 
Of all the feather’d race, the acknowledg’d king, 
What fabl’d ftories tell of monfters vatt, - 
ds in the Mammoth’s mighty form furpatt. 
No peftilential blaft, here taints the blood, 
No dread velcanos roll, the fiery flood. 
Warthquakes lefs frequent, rock the trembling ground 5 
And here, lefs dreadful, their effeéts are found. 
No forms defpotic, here, the mind controul, 
; No bigot zeal, inthrals the expanded foul. 
| X But. Freedom fair, her banners wide unfurl’d, 
‘To fharz thefe bleffings, now invites the world. 
Fair Freedom here, with focial blifs combin’d ; 
Sound Reafon temper’d ; late inftruéts mankind. 

Let us, my Friends, with retrofpedtive views 
Her vartous ftages, and her paths purfue : 
See how true happinefs, alike refrains, 
From lawlefs Licence, and from Tyrants’ chains. 
: 
; 


And thew how Freedom’s Sons, her domef fhonld rear ; 
And how each virtue claims alliance there. 
When Belus firft, and Ninus then afpir’d, 
‘To lawlefs fway, with proud ambition fir’d : 
And taught the Afian race, to wear the chain: 
Freedom retires, nor vifits thefe again. 
| With fable Hordes fhe moves, thro’ Scythian wilds rie 
At her approach, the dreary profpeét {miles : 
| Europe immers’d, in ignorance awhile, 
Refifts fair feience, and defeats her toll: . 
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Yet there at length, fhe fix’d her fav’rite feat ; 

"There wandering Freedom found a short retreat. 
The Grecian ftory, and the Roman page, 

"The glories paint, of each fucceflive. age. 

“And when we fee, thofe fav’rite feats the prey 

“Of lawlefs ‘pow'er=--where Ignorance holds her fway 5 

Anxious we feek, ‘the fatal caufe to know + : 

The caufe from whence thefe mighty mifchiefs flow. 
To partial policy, Greece fell a prey 5 

Each fep’rate State afpir’d to fov’reign fway, 

While factions refe, with a tumultuous: wave, 

Her fons, alas! were to her ruin brave. 

With freedom’s banners, they for flav’ty fought, 

And each atchievement, fure deftruction ‘brought. 

*Gain& foreign powers, the firm confederate band, 

ReGiflels rife, to guard their natal land ; 

Thefe dangers paft, with equal rage they burr, 

‘And on themfelves, their conquering falchions turn. 

No ge’ral power to guard, the “gen*ral good; . 

Jn thapes ten ‘thoufand, ferearn the Harpy brood? 

Blood flows in torrents, and the Furies hifs q 

"Then fave, oh ! fave us, froma fcene like this? 
In fep’rate ftates, Aufonia firft appears 5 

"Filt Rome her head, above her equals rears 5 

Ghe then difplays, her golden enfigns high ; 

Yet fhouts aloud, for glorious Liberty ! 

Her boafts of Freedom, were an empty name ; 

>Twas luft of thraldom, and “twas luit” “fame. 

When o'gr the world the wav’d her banners proud, 

And refs fabmiffive, at her footftool bow'd ; 

Peace fhe proclaim’d, and Freedom ftill her boaft : 

‘That Peace and Freedom which the world had loft. 

With blood, and carnage gorg’d, to luft a prey» 

Feeble, and fwollen, her bulk enormous lay. 

Like Vultures eager, from the Northern hive, 

Hordes rife on Hordes, and to the carnage drive: ----- 

With tenfold horrors, fee Bellona ftride ! 

Famines and Plagues, attendant at her fide 5 

Convulfions dread, earth, fea, and ether rend ! 

Obfequies dire---her requiem !---attend , a 
States form’d in wrong, fhall with fuch pangs expire 

Then fave, oh fave us from the reftlefs fire ! 

Ambition here, there difcords drear afcend 

‘And each fair fcene, in one deftruction blend. 
Thick clouds, and dark, involve the welkin round : 

°Twas now the reign, of Ignorance profound. 
Freedom expell’d, a fugitive again ; 

Seeks her laft refilge, o’er the Weftern main. 

Long with her favage fons, the foreft rang’d = 

From Science long, and ev'ry Art eftrang’d. 

Yet drops the tear, impatient for the time, 

When thefe, and Commerce, in this Weftern clime * 

Should rife with fare, exceeding all the pats 5 

And fix an Empire, which with time fhould lait ! 
Tho” dangers wait---yet tow’ring to the fisies, 


Beeai’d by her Sons, fhall Freedom's Dome arife. 


Ce2s et 
A fingle column firft, falutes the day 5 
And Public Spirit, was its only ftay. 
But this decreas’d, fell Difcord’s billows rolls 
And private views, the public’ good controul. 
Revolting armies, and revolting ftates, 
Rebellious fubjeéts, warm’d with dire debates, 
From different views, in gen’ral concert join : 
Anarch their head, confufion their defign: 
°Twas then fair Freedom’s totter’d to its bafe ; 
And Anarch’s column, tower’d in its place. 


Freedom again, a fugitive had fled, ie 
But thofe who oft, had counfel’d, and had bled, A 
For her------ convene, the patriot plan they form 5 


To guide the tempeft, and reftrain the ftorm. 
And when the Hero, and ijluftrious Band, 
The Scroll prefenting, to Columbia ftand + 
6 Accept the civic Crown, which pleas’d I give 5” 
She adds---‘¢ and deathlefs may your honors live.” 
True to their caufe, ftitl Anarch, and his train, 
Oppofe its progrefs; but oppofe im vain. 
For him Sufpicion ope’d her cavern wide 5 
Forth from tke gloom, ten thoufand phantoms glide: 
But when Columbia, thus indignant fpoke, 
The airy phantoms, vanifh’d in a fmoke. 


"© My fons, what madnefg guides your councils, fay, 


Where each dear object, interdiéts delay ? 

Here fafety. dwells 3. and this fecures your rights ; 

Here public peace, happinefs unites.” 
Inftruéted thus, their ready voice is given, 

With joint applaufe, thro’ trembling ether driven. 
Freedom no more, a wandering vagrant {trays 5 

But fix’d in glory, points to future days. 

Where Hudfon rolls his ftream, and where he meets 

His hoary Sire ; a lovely landfcape greets, 

Th’ admiring eye: There freedom’s Dome begun, 

Expands its portals; and falutes the Sun ! 

Peace, Wealth, and focial Joy, each blefs the land ; 

And Commerce, aétive on the bufy ftrand : 

Bright feenes arife! affembling nations claim, 

‘To fhare the bleffings, and partake the fame! 
---Admiring angels ftoop from Heaven to hear! 

While this glad voice, affails th’ enraptur’d ear, 

Joy to the world ! fell difcord now fhall ceafe 5 

Freedom and Arts prevail; hail univerfal Peace! 

Hail univerfal Peace ! the fkies redound ! 

While countlefs Myriads, echo back the found ! 
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